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a Book with Pleafure ’till he knows whether 
the Writer of it be a black or a fair Man, of 
a mild or cholerick Difpofition, Married or a 
Batchelor, with other Particulars of the like 
nature, that conduce very much to the right Un- 
derftanding of an Author. To gratify this Curio- 
fity, which is fo natural to a Reader, I defign this 
, and my next, as Prefatory Difcourfes tomy 
following Writings , and thall give fome Account 
in them of the feveral Perfons that are engaged in 
this Work. Py: ‘the — ben of. — 
Digefting and Correéting pill fall to my Share, | 
mutt ny my felf the Taktice to open the Work 
with my own Hiftory..: 

I was born to a finall Hereditary Eftate, which 
Ifind, by the Writings of the Family, was bounded 
by the fame Hedges and Ditches in WiZiam the 

mqueror’s Time that it is at prefent, and has 
been delivered down; from Father to Son wholé 
and entire, without #he Lofs or. — of a 
fingle Field or w, during the Space of fix 
hundred Years. Thre goes a Story in the Family, 
that when my Mothgr was gone with Child of me 
about three Monthsy fhe dreamt that fhe was brought 
to Bed of a Judge’ Whether this might proceed 
from a Law-Suit which was then depending in 
the Family, or my Father’s being a Juftice of 
the Peace, I cannot determine; for 1 am not fo 
vain as to think it prefaged any Dignity that I fhould 
arrive at in my future Lite, though that was the 
Interpretation which the Neighbourhood put up- 
onit. The Gravity of my Behaviour at my very firft 
Appearance in the World, and all the Time that I 


[ Have obferved, that a Reader feldom perufes 


fucked, feemed to favour my Mother’s Dream: - 


For, as the has often told me, I threw away my 
Rattle before I was two. Months old, and would 
not make ufe of my Coral ’till they had taken 
away the Bells from ‘it. 
As for the reft of my Infancy, there being no- 
thing in it remarkable, | fhall pafs it over in Silence. 
. I find, that, during my Nonage, I had the Reputa- 
tion of a very fullen Youth, but was always a 
Favourite of my School-Mafter, who ufed to fay, 
ethat my Parts were folid and would wear well, I 
had not been long at the Univerfity, before I di- 


‘ ing my Hea 


‘ ftinguithed my felf bya moft profound Silence: For, 


during the Space of eight Years, excepting in 
the publick Exercifes of the College, I {carce ut- 
tered the Quantity of an hundred Words; and in- 
deed do not remember that I ever {poke three Sen- 
tences together in my whole Life. Whilft. I was 
in this Learned Body I applied my felf with fo 
much Diligence to my Studies, that there are very 
few celebrated Books, either in the Learned or the 
— Tongues, which I am not acquainted 
with, « 
Upon the Death of my Father I was refolved 
to travel into Foreign Countries, and therefore 
left the Univerfity, with the Chara&er of an odd 
unaccountable Fellow, that had a great. deal of 
Learning, if I would but fhow it. An infatiable 
Thirft after Knowledge carried me into all the 
Countries of Exrope, where there -was any thing 
new or ftrange to be fcen; nay, to fuch a Bane 
was my Curiofity raif@d;‘that having read the Con- 
troverfies of fome gtéat Men concerning the An- 
tiquities of “Egypt, I made a Voyage to Grand 
Cairo, on purpofe to take the Meafure of a Pyra- 
mid; and as foon as I had fet my felf right in that 
Particular, returned to my Native Country. with: 
great Satisfaction. 
1 have paffed my latter Years in this City, where 
I am frequently feen in moft publick Places, tho’ 
there are not above half a dozen of my fele& 
Friends that knowme; of whom my next Paper 
fhall give a more particular Account. There is 
no Place of publick Refort, wherein Ido not often 
make my ns grag fometimes I am feen thruft- 
: intoa Round of Politicians at Will's, 
liftning with great Attention to the Narratives that 
are made in thofe little Circular Audiences. Some- 
times I fmoak a Pipe at Child’s; and whilit I feem 
attentive to — but the Poff-Man, over-hear 
the Converfation of every Table in the Room. I 
appear on Sunday Nights at St. Fames’s Coffec- 
oufe, and fometimes join the little Committee. 
of Politicks'in the Inner-Room, as one who coines 
there to hear and improve. My Face is likewife 
very well known at the Grecian, the Cocoa-free, 
and in the Theaters both of Drury-Lane, and the 
Hay-Markes. 1 have been taken for a Merchant 
upon 
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upon ‘the Eachange for above thefe ten Years, and 
fometimes pats for a‘Few inthe Affembly of Stock- 
Jobbers at Fonathan’s. In fhort, where-ever I fee 
a Clufter of People I always mix with them, tho’ 
I never open my Lips but in my own Club. - 
Thus | live‘in the World, rather as a Speéator 
of Maiikind, than ‘as one tof the Species; by 
which ‘means 1 have made my felf a Specilative 
Statefman, Soldier, Merchant and Artizan, with- 
out ever medling with any Praétical Part in Life. 
Iam very well verfed in the Theory of an Haf- 


‘band, or a Father, and can difcern the Errors in 


the Geconomy, Bufinefs, and Diverfion of others, 
better than thofe who are engaged in them ; 
as Standers-by difcover Blots, which are apt to 
cfeape thofe who are in theGame, I never efpou- 
fed any Party with Violence, and am refolved to 
obfervean exaét-Neutrality between the Whigs and 


_ Tories, .unlets I thall be forc’d to declare my felf 


by the Hoftilities of either fide. In “hort, 1 have 
ated in all the parts of my Life asa Looker- 
on, which is the Character I intend to preferve in 
this Paper, : 

I have given the Reader juft fo much of my 
Hiftory and Charaéter, as to let him fee,I_am ‘not 
altogether unqualified for the Bufinefs have un- 
dertaken. As for other Particulars in my Lifeand 
Adventures, 1 fhall infert them in following Pa- 
pers, as I fhall fee occafion. In the mean time, 
when I confider how much I have feen, read and 
heard, I begin to blame my own Taciturhity ; 


’ gnd fince I have neither Time nor Inclination to 


communicate the Fulnefs of my Heart in Speech, 


_Lam refolved to do it in Writing 3 and to Print 


my felf out, if pofiible, before] Die. I have been 
often told by ny Friends, that itis Pity fo ma- 
ny ufyful Difcoveries which I have made, fhould 
be in}the Poffeffion of a Silent Man. For this 
Reafoh. therefore, 1 fhall publifh a Sheet-full of 
Thoughts every Morning, for the Benefit of my 
Contemporaries ; and if I can any way contribute 
to the Diverlion or Improvement of the Country 
in which I Iive, 1 fhali leave it, when I am fum- 
moned out of it, with the fecret Satisfaction of 
thinking that ] have not Lived in vain. 

There are three very material Points which | 
have not fpoken to in this Paper, and which, for 
feveral important Reafons, 1 muft keep to my 
felf, at icaftfor fome Time: I niean, an Account 
of my Name, my Age, and my Lodgings. I mutt 
confefs 1 would gratify.my Reader in any thing 
that is reafonable ; but as for thefe three Particu- 
lars, though I am fenfible they. might tend very 
much. to. the Embeliithment of my Paper, I can- 
not yet come to a Refolution of communicating 
them to the Fublick. They would indeed draw 
me out of that Ob{curiry which I have enjoy’d 
for many Years, and expofe me in publick Places 
to feveral Salutes and Civilities, which have been 
always-very difagrecable to me ; for the greateft 
Pains I can futier, are the being talked to, and be- 
ing ftared at. It is for this Reafon likewife, tha 
I keep my Complexion. and Drefs, as very 
great Secrets ; tho’ it is not impoffible, but 1 may 
make Difcoveries of both in. the Progrefs of the 
Work Ihaveundertaken. ; 

_ After having been thus particular upon my felf, 
J thall in to-Morrow’s Paper give an Account of 
thofe Gentlemen who are concerned with me in 
this Work. For, as I have before intimated, a 
Plan of it is laid and concerted (as all other Mat- 
ters of Importance are) in a Club. However, as 
my Friends have cngaged me to ftand in theFront, 
thofe who have a mind to. correfpond with me, 


“w 


may direct their Letters To the Spectator, at Mr. 


Buckley’s in Little Britain. For 1 mutt further 
‘acquaint the Reader, that.tho’ our Club meets on- 
ly on Txefdays and Tharfdays, we have appointed 
a Committee to fit every Night, for the AInfpeéti- 
on ‘of all fuch Papers as may contribute to the 
Advancement of the Publick Weal. _ 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Anthropclogia Nova ; or,A New Syftem cf Ana: 


tomy. Defribing the Animal Ofconomy, and a thort Rationale of 
many Diliempers incident to Humare Bodies, 1n which are inferted 
Civers Anatomical Difti'verics, and Medicinal Obfervetions, with the: 
Hiltory of the Parts. Iluftrated with above 80 Figures, drawn atter 
the Lite: Aad to every Chapter a Syllabus of the Parts delrived, 
for the Initraction of young Anatomilts By James Drake, M.D, 
Two Vols 8vo, Printed tor W. Innys at the Prince’s Arms in St, 
Paul’s Church-yard, | ~ ° > ‘ 
Policical Arithmatick ; or, A Difcourfe concerning 
th: Extent and Value of Lands, People, Buildings, Husbandry, Manu. 
faciure, Commerce, Filhery, «4rcizans, Seatmen, Soldiers; Publick Ke- 
Venues, Iiterelt, Taxes, Superlucration, Regiltries, Lanks, Valuation ot 
Men: Increafing of Scamea, of Militias, Harbours, Sitvation, Ship. 


“ping, bower at Sea, Ke. as thelame relutes to every Country ia ge- 


neral, but more particularly to the Territori:s, of Her Majelty of 
Great Britain, and Her Neizhbours of Holland, Zealand, and France, 
By Sir Wm Petry, late Feliow of the Koyal Society, Suid by H. and 
G, Mortlock at the ibwenix in St, Taui’s Church-yard, 

Pc foecive made Bafie: Or;Toe Arc of Repzefcat. 
ing all manner of Obje&s as they appear to the Eyc in all Situations, 
Containing the Elements of Defigning end Painting. I!luftrated with 
above Fifty Figures in Copper. Writien Originilly in Brench. By 
Bernard Lamy, Prieft cf the Oratory, and faithfully tranflat-d into 
Englifh, by an Offizer of her Majefty’s Ordnance. Sold by W.Taytor 
at the Ship in Pater-NoftersRow ; where may be had the Compleat 
soe Figures reprefcnting the moft nectfMfary Po. 

ures. 

. The Compleat Geographer: or, The Chorogra- 
phy and Topography of all the Known Parts of the Earth. (To which 
are premifed an Introdu@ion to Geography, and a Natural Hiftory of 
the Earth and rhe Elements.) Containing, 1. The Situation, Bounds, 
Climate, Soil, Hiftory, Trade and Cuftoms of all the Countries of the 
Earth. 2. The feveral Provinces of every Kingdom. 3. The Prin. 
cipal Cities and eonfiderable Towns deftrib’d. And. all neceffiry 
Pieces of Natural Hiftory. The whole comprifing the Subtiance of 
at leaft 1s0 Books of Mcdern Travels digefted into Local Order, 
whereby the prefent State of the World is truly fhewn and the Ob. 
folere and Fabulous Accounts of former Writers expung’d. To whic 
are added Mapsof every Country. The 3d E:lition. Wherein the Ded 
fcriprions of Afia, Africa and America are compos'd anew from the 
Relations of the beft and moft Modern Travellers. In one Volume in 


Folio. Printed for A. and J.Churchilll in Pater-nofter-Row and Tim:. 


Childe in St. Paul's Church-yard. . . 

An Effay towards the Probable Solution of this 
Queition, Where tof Birds do probably make their Recefs and A- 
bodey which are ab{eit from our Climate at fume cermin Times and 
Sealons of the Years By a Perlon of Learning. Printed for $. Crouch 
at the Corner of Pope’s-Head-Alley over-againit the Royal Exchange, 


Pr. 6d. 
om ee ‘ 
Jui publith’d the 2d Edition of, . 

The Original and Infticution of Civil Govern- 
ment Difcufs’d, viz. I. An Examination of the Patriarchal Scheme 
of Government. II. A Defence of Mr. Hooker's Judgment, &c. e 
gainft the Op je&ions of fiveral late Writers. To which ‘is added, 
A large Anfwer to Dr. F. Atterbury’s Charge of Rebellion : Ia 
which the Sub‘tance of his late Latin Sermon is produced, and filly 
Exaniin'd. By Benj.Hoadly, M.A. Reétor of St. Feter’s poor. The ed 
Etition. Printed for J.Knapton at the Crown in St. Paui’s Churche 
yard: Where may be had Mr. Hoadly’s ieafures of Submiffion 
the sd Edition, and his Defence of Epifcopal Ordination, in 8vo. 

Jaft publith’d the 3d Edition of, 

The Works of the Right Reversnd and Learned 
Ezekiel Hopkins, late Lord Bifhop of London-Derry in Ireland, Cok 
le&ed into one Volume. Containing, I. The Vanity of the World! 
It. A Pradtica! Expofition on the Ten Commandments: IIL An Ex 
pofition on the, Lora’s-Prayer; with a Catechiftical Explication 
thercof, by way of Queftion and Anfwer. IV. Several Sermons and 
Difcourfés on divers Important Sabje&s. With en Alphabetical Ta 
bleto the Whale. Printed for J. Robinfon, A. and J. Churchil, J. Tay: 
or, J. Wyat, and D.Midwinter. sl 

-¢ _. *. Newly. publith’d, . : ‘ 

A Collection of Debates, Reports, Orders and Re- 
folutions of, the Houfe of Commons, touching the Right of Ele@ing 
Members to ferve in PatJiament for the feveral Counties, Cities, Bur- 
roughs, ‘and Towns Corporate, in England afd Wales. Together 


with feveraleAncicnt Charters and Extraéts out of Domefday-Book, 


and other Records relating to the faid Right. None ever before 
printed. Printed for B. Lintott at the Crofi-Keys between the 2 
T-mple Gates in Fleetfreet. Price 125. 





LONDON: Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in ‘Little Britain ; 
| and Sold by 4. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane. ' G, 
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